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the road’s bumps to the riders than other tan-
dems. Another of its handling qualities is nim-
ble, light steering. These two factors combine
to make the Tango a bike for hard-riding enthu-
siasts.

The Tango is truly a no-expense-spared bike.
For example, most framebuilders other than
Santana do not use the highly desirable Ishi-
wata chainstays or fork blades, because they're
extremely expensive when you don't huy the
whole Ishiwata tandem tubeset. But Tango does.
Tango also uses a hand-brazed chrome-moly
steel front handlebar stem, which is lighter and
more rigid than the usual aluminum stem, but
at a significant cost penalty.

A hand-brazed chrome-moly steel rear rack
is similarly lighter and more rigid than an alu-
minum rack. This kind of workmanship ap-
pears in every nook and cranny of the frame,
and the bike is priced accordingly. A bare frame
costs $2,750. Our test bike as equipped is about
§5,000. Tangos ate built one at a time, and
each one takes three weeks of framebuilder
Michael Johnson's time.

The overkill approach to stiffness allows Jor-
genson to stretch out the rear top tube (the
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The Stiffest Tandem

minimum length he uses is 27 inches), giv-
ing the stoker more room (and psychological
space) than most other tandems. Other cus-
tom builders do offer rear top tubes this long
and longer, but few offer them as standard
equipment.

Whether these assets justify the cost and
weight penalties is up to you. They have al-
ready to several Tango custoniers,

Jorgenson’s “real” job is to use a computer
to design bridges for the California Depart-
ment of Transportation, and he used com-
puter-assisted design on the Tango. His com-
puter modeling of the tandem enables him to
predict how any given design change will af-
fect frame rigidity.

Remember, this is a hard-core touring bike.
It came equipped with no fewer than seven
water bottles. Most people who saw ail the
water bottles laughed, but the experienced
tourists, who know about cooking and clean-
ing at a dry campsite, didn’t.

Next in the works for Tango is a three-seater,
which will probably have a cross-shaped inter-
ual bracing pattern. “It looks kind of ugly,” Jor-
genson said. “But there sure are a lot of places
to put water bottles."O
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TANGO

Manufactured by: Rick Jorgenson
2437 Elendl| Lane
Davls, CA 95616

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: bare rame, $2.750
SIZES AVAILABLE: a1l custom

WHEELS

Rims — _ Super Champion Mod. 58. 27 x 1%
Hubs Phil Wood medium-flange
Spoking 48 spokes, 14 gauge, cross-iour
Ties —____ Spaciafized Touring Turbo, 27 x 1V4, 95 psi, Presta
DRIVETRAIN

Deraillewrs —____ Sunfour Cyclone Il ronl. Hurel Duopar rear
Chain Sedispon
Cranksel Canpagnalo Recond
Crankanm length 170 mm
Freewhee! SunTour New Winner
COMPONENTS

Pedals Campagnolo Super Legpem frack

Seapost — Campagnolo Record front and rear, 26.6-mm diameter, 210-mm
Iengih, double-bolt microadjust

Saddie Cinelli

Handlebars _____ Cinelli maes 40-cm fon with chromo 100-mm
stem; Specialized maes 44-cm rear with chromo 100-mm stem

Brakes —_______ Shimand cantilever wilh Campagnolo hooded levers

front, Matac centerpull with Maic hooded levers rear, Phil Wood rear disc
brake

GEARING IN GEAR INCHES
32 48 53
13 66 100 [ 110
15 58 86 95
18 48 72 80
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Entef The Pleasure Zone

Protected By SkidLid

Escape to the road and the
extraordinary world of bicycling.
Indulge in the pleasures of bicycling wear-
ing state of the art head protection...the
SkidLid Helmet.
SkidLid is exclusively designed with your safety and comfort
in mind. Excellent ventilation and reduced helmet weight are bene-
fits of SkidLid's innovative design, blending comfort with protection.

Enter the pleasure zone of bicycling with confidence...you're protected
by SkidLid.

SkidLid represents the state of the art, but no helmet can prevent all injuries.
Ride safely.

SokidLid

THE BICYCLISTS HELMET

SkidLid Manufacturing Company
1560 California Street = San Diego, California 92101 = (619) 234-4244
1984 SkidLid Mlg. Co.
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