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The beuer a tandem handles, the less aUow· 
ance you have to make for me fact that it's a 
tandem and nor a single bike. Generally, a less· 
rigid tandem will need to be handled more 
gently, and a more rigid tandem will respond 
more surely when you snbject it to sudden, 
abusive maneuvers. Simply stated, the Tango 
takes this to an extreme. 

When we sprinted out of me saddle, an acid 
test for any tandem, the Tango didn't exhibit 
the flex we've come to regard as inevitable. On 
steep descents, your road testers ran Ollt of 
nerve before the bike ran out of roadholding 
ability. If ever a tandem bandIed like a single 
bike, this one did. 

When we tested the bike's handling with 
panniers (using slalom maneuvers and out-of
me·saddle climbing), we couldn't even notice 
any difference. The frame seemed to flex n.o 
more with the panniers than without them. 
Although the Tango is designed for touring, its 
rigidity makes it quite desirable for gung.ho 
speed riding. Suddenly, any other tandem seems 
limp by comparison! 

Not surprisiugly, there is a penalty in shock 
absorption. The Tango does transmit more of 
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the road's bumps to the riders than other tan
dems. Another of its handling qualities is nim
ble, light steering. These two fuctors combine 
10 make the Tango a bike for hard-riding emhu
siasl'i. 

The Tango is truly a no-expense-spared bike. 
For example, most framebuilders other than 
Santana do not use the highly desirable Ishi
wata chainstays or lork blades, because they're 
extremely expensive when you don't buy the 
whole Ishiwata tandem tubesel. But Tango does. 
Tango also uses a hand-brazed chrome-moly 
steel front handlebar stem, which is lighter and 
more rigid than the usual aluminum stem, but 
at a significant cost penalty. 

A hand-brazed chrome-moly steel rear rack 
is similarly lighter and more rigid than an alu
minum rack. This kind of workmanship ap
pears in every nook and cranny of the frame, 
and the bike is priced accordingly. A bare frame 
costs $2,750. Our test bike as eqUipped is aoom 
55,000. Tangos are built one at a time, and 
each one takes three weeks of franlebuilder 
Michael Johnson's time. 

The overkill approach to stiffness allows Jor
genson to stretch out the rear top lUbe (the 
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The Stift'est'llmdem 

minimum length he uses is 27Y2 inches), giv
ing the stoker more room (and psychological 
space) than most other tandems. Other cus
tom builders do offer rear top tubes this long 
and longer, but few offer them as standard 
equipment. 

Whether these assets justify the cost and 
weight penalties is up to you. They have 31
ready to several Tango customers. 

Jorgenson's "real~' job is to use a computer 
to design bridges for the California Depart
ment of Transponation, and he used com
puter-assisted design on the Tango. His com
puter modeling of the tandem enables him to 
predict how any given design change will af
fect frame rigidity. 

Remember, this is a hard-core touring bike. 
It came equipped with no fewer than seven 
water bottles. Most people who saw all the 
water bottles laughed, but the experienced 
tourists, who know about cooking and clean
ing at a dry campsite, didn't. 

Next in the works for Tango is a three-seater, 
which will probably have a cross-shaped inter
nal bracing pattern. "It looks kind of ugly," Jor
genson said. "But there sure are a lot of places 
to put water bottles."0 
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TANGO 

ManulKtund by: RIclt ,bge1llOtl 
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SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: bare Ir.rne. $2.750 

SlZEll AYAlWlf: all custom 

WIlms 
Rims -------Sl4l8' CImlpion Mod. 56. 27 x 11'\ 
tUls Phil \\bod meditm-rmoe 
SixJl<jng 48 spoles, 14 g3lJJe, CfOSHM' 
TIres SpeciaJiI!d bJril1,l TUIbo. 27 x 11'\. 95 psi. Presta 
DRIVETRAIN 
Derailletn &Inbtl' C\C1one II ~ool Hint C\Jopar rear
Chain:::===":=:::":~= 5mispoff
Crrisel ~ Aeconl 
ClnafmIeng1ll 170 mm 
Fmeiot1eeI SlIlw New Wimer 
COMPOIIEIITS 
~ GamlDllnoio Sl4l8' l.eQoela IIad< 
Slaposl_ ~IO Record ~oot ~ real. 26.6-fmI 0<rTW. 21lHM1 

ilIlgtl. iJooJJIe-boll miQ'oadjusl
saddle Cinelli 
HandIems Cirelli maes 4(km ImnI wi!h cI1romo lOO<nm 

SIem; Specialillld maes 44-an rea' with cIlIllno 1DlHM1 slim 
~ Slinmo mM wi!h Clmp;r,Jlolo hooded !Mrs 

hOlt; MD: cerIefIxJIl with Malilc hooded !Mrs rear; PIliI \\bod rear llist 
braI:e 

GEARING IN GEAR INCHES 
32 48 53 

13 66 100 • 110 

15 58 86 95 
18 48 72 80 
22 39 59 65 
28 31 46 51 
34 25 38 42 
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CYCLING SUIT 

designed for cyclists 
by a cyclist! 

Lightweight waterproof and 
breathable with reflectiYe piping. 
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